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Narratives are essential to our identity as human beings. We orient ourselves within our 
communities and the world by means of stories, gossip, and narrative thinking. 
Influenced by narratives, we form an identity, join groups, relate to others, make 
decisions, believe, act, love, form desires, and experience emotions. Storytelling is also a 
key part of learning and evaluation of our progress. There are in fact few aspects of our 
life not influenced by narratives and seldom times where we do not engage in narrative 
thinking. 
 
In fact, the concept of narrative has emerged as a core concept within various social, 
professional and academic practices from the arts to jurisprudence within the past 
decades. On the one hand, this has lead to inflationary uses of the word narrative, but on 
the other hand has enlarged to scope of legitimate and productive questions concerning 
narrative. 
 
In this workshop, participants are invited to share their ongoing work on narrative with a 
particular focus on problematic aspects and open questions. Unlike a conference with full 
articles, the workshop invites its participants to explore what they perceive as unresolved 
issues and tensions within the concepts and practices of narrative.  The workshop will 
feature short presentations with long discussion in the intimate of participants and some 
guests.  
 
 

Program 
(Conference languages are German and English) 

 
Thursday Room 24-0131 (Hauptgebäude) 

Friday Room 24-0130 (Hauptgebäude) 
 
Most presentations will be short, leaving plenty of time for discussion. 
 
 
Thursday, December 8, 2016, Room 24-0131 (Hauptgebäude) 
 
 
Opening at 1:15 pm  
Opening remarks Fritz Breithaupt, Daniel Cuonz, Dieter Thomä 
 



1:30-2:30 Dissertation project papers: Bogdan Kolesnyk, Robert Ruttmann, and Daniel 
Villiger. 
 
2:30-3:20 Jesse Ramirez (St. Gallen), “Rereading The Sense of an Ending at 50.” 
 
coffee break 
 
3:40-4:30 Ulrich Schmid (St. Gallen), “Ist Polanski ein Roman? Leitmotive, Plot und 
Genre als Konstituenten einer phantastischen Autobiographie”  
 
4:30-5:20 Jörg Metelmann (St. Gallen), Werkstattbericht 
 
short break 
 
5:30-6:20 Daniel Cuonz (St. Gallen), “Von der Schweiz erzählen” 
 
conference dinner 
 
 
Friday, December 9, 2012, 24-0130 (Hauptgebäude) 
 
 
9:00-9:50 Frauke Berndt (Zürich), “Gibt es eine Philosophie des Erzählens?” 
 
9:50-10:40 Martin Kolmar (St. Gallen), “The Hero with the 1001. Face: A Dynamic, 
Multi-Level Theory of Action and Perception” 
 
coffee break 
 
11:00-11:50 Arne Willee (Bloomington, Ind.) “An Introduction to the Dissertation 
Project: Thought Experiments as a Narrative Genre” 
 
11:50-12:50 Albrecht Koschorke (Konstanz), “Erzählen und Entscheiden” 
 
lunch break 
 
2:00-2:50 Dieter Thomä (St. Gallen), "Das literarische und philosophische Ich: Ein Blick 
auf Baudelaire und Nietzsche" 
 
2:50-3:30 Fritz Breithaupt (St. Gallen/Bloomington, Ind.), Werkstattbericht: 
Experimental Narratology (morality, fairy tales) 
 
3:30-3:45 Final remarks 
 
 
	  


