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Error correction or corrective feedback (CF) is a didactic tool commonly used in language classrooms to help 

learners develop their (written) language skills. Its usefulness, however, has been hotly debated and extensively 

researched ever since Truscott’s 1996 article in which he claimed CF to be ineffective and potentially harmful. 

The overall conclusion from the existing research base is that CF actually has the potential to facilitate language 

learning (e.g., Bitchener, 2012). The follow-up question now is when and how CF works. This presentation 

discusses a series of CF studies that explore how factors such as target structure, CF type, individual differences 

(e.g., motivation, aptitude), and correction strategies influence CF use and effectiveness. 

 
Der Gastvortrag findet auf Englisch statt. Dozierende, Studierende und weitere Interessierte sind zu 

diesem Gastvortrag herzlich eingeladen. 
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